
Game Length: 
Short | Medium | Long
Age Range: 5-13+

BEFORE YOU PLAY
• Bad germs need an entry point to get into the

body and multiply. Your face has many of these possible 
entry points, like nostrils, eyeballs, and popped pimples. 

• The good news is your body has physical barriers to
protect these entry points. Things like eyelashes, sticky
snot, and stomach acid that most of us are born with
help protect us as part of our immune system.

• Learners will play as the bad germs trying to break
through these physical barriers.

GATHER MATERIALS
• General: scissors, tape or glue

• (1) Game Board Face: 1 large sheet of cardboard or
poster board
• Eyelash Barriers: 10 pipe cleaners cut into quarters
• Snot and Earwax Barriers: double sided tape or stick-on

Velcro
• Stomach Acid Barrier: small bucket or bin

• (1) Germ Launcher: 1 strong plastic or strong cardboard
tube, 1 balloon, 3 pom-poms

GAME DESCRIPTION
In this take on the classic bean bag 
toss game, learners will explore 
some of the safety measures their 
body has evolved to protect them
from bad germs right at birth!
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BUILD YOUR GAME
• Game Board Face: Consider where the entry points would

be on the face and carefully poke them through your board.
They must be large enough for a pom-pom to fit through.
Equip the face with different physical barriers, like eyelashes
and sticky tape snot. To represent the stomach, place a
bucket behind the mouth to trap germs.

• Germ Launcher: Cut off the neck of a balloon and discard
the neck. Secure the rest to the end of the launcher tube.

PRESS PLAY!

• Lean the game board against a wall or other support at an
angle. Place a bad germ pom-pom into launcher. Pull down
on the balloon, aim at the board’s entry points, and release!

LOOKING TO GO FURTHER?
• Put a towel over the game board’s mouth and nose to

represent a face mask and observe the results.

• Launch germs in the opposite direction and consider what
that represents.
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TIPS FOR EDUCATORS
• Pom-poms not launching well?

Make sure the balloon is tightly
secured against the launcher
tube; you may attach it with tape
if necessary. The end of the
launcher with the balloon
should be taut like a drum.

• Looking for a longer program?
Have each learner make their
own Game Board Face!

• Want to create competition to
further engage learners? Add a
point value for each entry place.

QUESTIONS? Contact us at whyimmunize@thediscoverycentre.ca?
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